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Within recent news reporting, there has been a large discussion regarding China and 

Canada’s relationship given the recent arrest of Huawei executive, Meng Wanzhou.  Due to 

Huawei’s alleged involvement with Iran, Meng was arrested in December 2018, in Canada, on 

behalf of the United States (U.S.). Shortly after Meng’s arrest, Canadian citizens Michael Korvig 

and Michael Spavor were arrested in China on allegations of espionage. They remain in the custody 

of Chinese authorities.  

 Due to the increasing tensions between China and Canada, questions arise about how this 

relationship translates to the seemingly strong educational partnership China and Canada currently 

hold. The purpose of this field report is to investigate the length of China’s involvement in 

Canadian universities while specifically focusing on China’s economic investments.  

 

 Within academia, there is a commonly used phrase which encourages all young researchers 

to ‘follow the money’. However, recently, if inquisitive Canadians were to indeed follow the 

money, they would be led directly to China. Historically, China and Canada have had a strong 

relationship in terms of education. Therefore, it is clear that China and Canada have had a long 

relationship in terms of education. Take Queen’s University for example. In 2007, “…Queen’s 

became the first Canadian University to establish an office in China”1. Numerous resources on 

Queen’s official website states that the University has many connections with China. Specifically, 

Queen’s tries to foster positive relations between Chinese and Canadian students through various 

clubs, such as The Great Panda Society2. Queen’s and China also have a substantial amount of 

exchange programs for students. Perhaps the most well-known is the Fudan-Queen’s Semester in 

Shanghai Program, where Queen’s students spend a semester at Fudan University, the same school 

                                                        
1 Queen’s University, “The Queen’s-China Connection”, Queen’s University, N.d. 
https://www.queensu.ca/international/affiliations/china 
2 Ibid.  
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where Queen’s opened its office in China3. On Queen’s official website, it states that “Queen’s-

China ties continue to extend into training and research and collaborations and opportunities”4. 

Therefore, it is clear that some Canadian universities have significant relations with China.  

 

 Although China and Canada have had an arguably prosperous relationship in terms of 

education, a different side of the relationship is worth investigating further. Due to the recent issues 

surrounding Huawei, there were concerns about what effect this would have on the educational 

relationship between Canada and China. One of the most recent issues with this partnership was a 

report released by the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) in 2018. In a Globe and Mail 

article covering the case, Sean Silcoff, Robert Fife, and Steven Chase write about a meeting that 

was held between CSIS officials and representatives from the U15, which is a group of Canadian 

universities5. The reporters state that the meeting was set up as more of a warning meeting so that 

the representatives from the universities would know what was going on6. Interestingly, the 

meeting centered around Canadian universities working with Huawei, although it was before the 

arrest of Meng7.  

 

 Globe and Mail also reported about Huawei’s heavy involvement within Canadian 

universities. Essentially, Huawei is interested in Canadian universities in order to build a better 

relationship for intellectual property which will help their 5G endeavors8. The reporters state that 

“Since arriving in Canada a decade ago, Huawei Technologies has committed about $50-million 

to 13 leading Canadian universities…”9. Within Canada, the reporters states that Huawei has 

worked with “…almost a hundred professors in Canada (and hundreds of their graduate 

students)…”10. But interestingly, the academics have been partaking in research that pertains to 

                                                        
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid.  
5 Sean Silcoff, Robert Fife and Steven Chase, “Canada’s Spy Agency Cautions Universities About Research Ties 
with Huawei”, The Globe and Mail, December 10, 2018. https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-csis-
cautions-canadian-universities-about-research-ties-with-huawei/ 
6 Ibid.  
7 Ibid.  
8 Sean Silcoff, Robert Fife, Steven Chase and Christine Dobby, “How Canadian Money and Research are Helping 
China Become a Global Telecom Superpower”, The Globe and Mail, June 19, 2018. 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-how-canadian-money-and-research-are-helping-china-become-a-
global/ 
9 Ibid.  
10 Ibid.  
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Huawei and Huawei owns all of the intellectual property rights for the projects and research11. 

Additionally, “Huawei also appeared as a co-author with a Canadian university on 350 peer-

reviewed papers between 2010 and 2018”12.   

 

 Despite the warnings provided by CSIS, Canadian universities have still accepted Huawei 

funding. For example, Queen’s University announced in January 2019 that they agreed to funding 

from Huawei13. In an article published on Queen’s Journal, Rachel Aiken described that Queen’s 

had no concern with Huawei despite CSIS’ clams14. The fact that a Canadian university would 

accept funding from a company that has known ties with the Chinese government and, were 

advised not to, displays the ignorance currently existing within Canadian academia.  

 

 China’s involvement in Canadian universities is extremely troubling. Moving forward, 

Canadian academics should be increasingly concerned with who is funding their research projects. 

If the old adage is true, following the money leads directly to China, which is cause for concern.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
11 Ibid.  
12 Ibid.  
13 Rachel Aiken, “Queen’s to Accept Funding from Huawei Despite CSIS Warning”, Queen’s Journal, January 11, 
2019. https://www.queensjournal.ca/story/2019-01-11/university/queens-to-accept-funding-from-huawei-despite-
csis-warning/ 
14 Ibid.  
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